






JUST ‘FilE F ~C1’S

Histodcaoy Black Colleges and Unlwnifies
Continue To Play An Inçortant Role

In 1996, Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU5)
awarded a total of 29,562 bachelor’s degrees, 5,815 Master’s degrees,
1,178 first-professional degrees, and 236 doctoral degrees to students
ofall racial/ethnic groups.

• HBCUs awarded more
than one-fourth (28%) of all
bachelors degrees to African
Americans in 1996, 15% of all
Master’s degrees, 17% of all
first-professional degrees, and
11% of all doctoral degrees.

• HBCUs awarded a smaller
proportion of bachelor’s degrees
(28% versus 36%), Master’s
degrees (15% versus 23%), and
first-professional degrees (17%
versus 22%) to African Americans
in 1996 than in 1977.

B 1977 B 1987 B 1996
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Answers to FDPRI 1. a) In 1996, Xavier University (a UNCF
member institution) awarded 61 bachelor’s degrees to African Americans
in chemistry.

2. d) North Carolina A&T State University (a public Historically
Black College and University) awarded 50 bachelors degrees in
mechanical engineering to African Americans in 1996.
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JUSI’ HEFACS

• GrowthiriAfiicanAmeri
can first-professional degrees
over the past decade has been
faster at public 1-lBCUs (from 153
in 1987 to 267 in 1996) than at
private HBCUS (from 465 to
574).

• The number of African
American doctoral degrees has
increased by 46% over the past
decade (from 114 to 166), with a
146% increase at public HBCUs
(from 26 to 64) and a 16% in
crease at private HBCUs (from
88 to 102).

• Total I Public • Pñvate
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JUSI IHEFACI’S

Defining a Non—traditional Student
Eleanor Clayborn brings an

unconventional definition to what it
means to be a “nontraditional”
student. Eleanor began her college
career with the same vigor that is
shared by most first-time freshmen.
Yet, her collegiate pursuit was
interrupted due to marriage and later
the birth of her four children. It is
because of her extraordinary
determination and zest for success
that she is among the 300,000 students
whose lives were changed by El~nor Claybom
receiving financial assistance from the
United Negro College Fund.

Eleanor decided to enroll at Rust College and attend classes
along with two of her children. At this time, however, she faced
immediate concerns, her own and her children’s, in determining how to
finance the costs of a college education. She was not deterred by
these obstacles, however, but chose to face life’s impediments with full
thrust. She worked a full-time job during the day to support her family
while attending classes at night. While pursuing her degree, Eleanor
applied for and received a UNCF/Avon Wise Scholarship. This
scholarship provided Eleanor with the financial support needed to
successfully complete her degree and graduate alongside of her son
Rogerin 1997.

The Avon Corporation teamed with the United Negro College
Fund to offer non-traditional female students an opportunity for
financial support through a need-based scholarship. This corporate
partnership represents one of the many financial assistance programs
that has been offered through the United Negro College Fund for over
fifty-seven years.
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.IUS [T[IF FACIS

• A higher proportion of
bachelor’s degrees are awarded
to African Americans than to
Whites in business management
and administrative services (22%
versus 18%) and public
administration and services (4%
versus 2%).

• In 1996, African
Americans were best represented
among bachelor’s degree recipients
in the following fields: public
administration and services
(16.9%), computerandinformalion
sciences (10.0%), business
management and administrative
services (8.7%), and social science
and history (8.4%).

• African Americans are
most severely underrepresented
among bachelor’s degree recipients
in foreign languages (3.4%),
theological studies (3.8%),
engineering (4.8%), physical
sciences (5.6%), and biological
sciences (6.2%).

Major Fields of African American Degreca
In 1996,22% (n=19,38 I) of all bachelor’s degrees awarded to African
Americans were in the field of business management and administrative
services.

• A smaller proportion of
bachelor’s degrees are awarded to
African Americans than to Whites
in education (8% versus 10%) and
engineering (3% versus 5%).



Figure 13. Distribution of bachelor’s degrees awarded
by academic field: 1996

Public adminiscraiksn 4 African American

WhiteI-keIth professions

Business management 22
‘8%

12%Social science & history 11%

Psycliolo~’

Biological sciences

4%English baguage 5%

Enginceriog 5%

8%Education

Computer science

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25

Source Frrdeuick D. Pallcrson Research Inslilule (1999)
analyses of Inlegraled Posluecondnry Ednoalion Data System

Figure 14. Representation of African Americans among bachelor’s degree
recipients in various academic fields: 1996
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JUSF IHEFACTS

African Americans Are Receiving Master’s Degrees
in Education

About one-third (n=8, 172) of all Maste?s degrees awarded to African
Americans in 1996 were in the field of education.

• A higher proportion of
Masters degrees are awarded to
African Americans than to Whites
in education (33% versus 29%)
and public administration and
services (12% versus 6%).

• A smaller proportion of
Master’s degrees are awarded to
African Americans than to Whites
in engineering (3% versus 5%) and
health professions and related sci
ences (7% versus 9%).

• African Americans are
best represented among Maste?s
degree recipients in public
administration and services
(11.8%), education (7.7%), and
psychology (6.9%).

• African Americans are
most severely undeffepresented
among Master’s degree
recipients in foreign languages
(1.6%), physical sciences
(2.0%), engineering (2.4%), and
biological sciences (3.2%).
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Figure 15. Distribution of Master’s degrees awarded by academic field:
1996
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Figure 16. Representation of African Americans among Master’s degree
recipients in various academic fields: 1996
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JUST THE FACES

More African Americans Receive Doctoral
Degrees In Education Than in Any Other Held

In 1996, 545 of the 1,569 doctoral degrees awarded to African
Americans were in the field of education.

• A higher proportion of
doctoral degrees are awarded to
African Americans than to Whites
in education (35% versus 19%)
and theological studies (9% versus
4%).

• A smaller share of
doctoral degrees are awarded to
African Americans than to Whites
in biological sciences (5% versus
10%), physical sciences (3%
versus 9%), and engineering (4%
versus 9%).

• African Americans are
best represented among doctoral
degree recipients in the following
fields: theological studies (9.6%),
public administration and service
(8.2%), and education (8.2%).

• African Americans are
most severely underrepresented
among those receiving doctoral
degrees in mathematics (0.7%),
foreign languages (0.9%),
computer and information science
(1.0%), engineering (1.1%),
physical sciences (1.2%), and
biological sciences (1.5%).



Figure 17. Distribution of doctoral degrees awarded
by academic field: 1996
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Figure IS. Representation ofAfrican Americans among doctoral degree
recipients in various academic fields: 1996
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Next ssue:

Va-ta’?

Detailed data and
information on articles
found in Just The
Facts are available. To
obtain, contact the
Frederick D.
Patterson
Research Institute at
1-800-331-2244.
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